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We thank
the RBM Partnership to End Malaria & United to Combat 

NTDs Partnership for organizing the Commonwealth 
Summit on Malaria and Neglected Tropical Diseases and 

inviting civil society to participate.

From June 19-23, 2022, the Civil Society For Malaria Elimination (CS4ME) represented by its 
Secretariat Impact Santé Afrique and the Global Fund Advocates Network Africa (GFAN Africa) 
members, proudly participated in the 26th Commonwealth Heads Of Governments Meeting 
(CHOGM) in Kigali, Rwanda.

From Sunday, June 19 to Tuesday, June 21, 
2022, more than 350 young people from 54 
Commonwealth countries gathered at the 
Commonwealth Youth Forum to discuss 
governance and rule of law, technology, 
business and health issues. The key theme 
of "taking charge of our future" captured 
the aspirations and ambitions of the next 
generation of leaders in advocating for an 
inclusive and sustainable Commonwealth 
where young people are key actors and 
equal stakeholders in shaping the future.

During these 3 days, Impact Santé Afrique 
(ISA) participated in different workshops 
among those proposed, including the 
"Health and COVID-19" workshop.  The 
youth delegates of ISA integrated the 
malaria issue into the discussions with the 
sub-theme " Ending Malaria in this 
generation " to raise the awareness of the 
youth on the impact of malaria on their 
evolution.
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During this forum, Impact Santé Afrique Executive 
Director, Ms Olivia NGOU had the honour of 
moderating the panel on co-creation and strategic 
partnerships at the Commonwealth Youth Forum. She 
said in a tweet, "We learned a lot from the great 
panellists!  Building strong partnerships is not about 
process and memorandums of understanding, but 
about real relationships, trust, humility, and 
collaboration with people who share a common 
vision."

After these three intense days of 
exchanges and discussions, Impact Santé 
Afrique (ISA), the Chair of the Parliamen-
tarians Task Force for malaria resources 
mobilization in Cameroon, Honorable Pau-
line NDOUMOU and Judith HEDGE, Pre-
sident Malaria Initiative (PMI) Resident 
Advisor, attended the Commonwealth 
Summit on Malaria and Neglected Tropical 
Diseases (NTDs) on Thursday, June 23, 
2022. 

Hosted by His Excellency Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda, and co-hosted by RBM Partnership 
to End Malaria and Uniting to Combat Neglected Tropical Diseases, the summit was an impor-
tant opportunity for the participating leaders to demonstrate their commitment to ending mala-
ria and NTDs. The event brought together Heads of State and Government officials, community 
actors, leaders from the private sector, philanthropy, academia and research, members of civil 
society and affected communities to highlight how the fight against malaria and NTDs can 
"unlock the potential" of countries to build a safer and healthier world.



4

Dr Corine Karema, Interim CEO of the RBM 
Partnership to End Malaria, in her opening remarks, 
reminded countries of the importance of fighting 
malaria by participating in the Global Fund replenish-
ment: "Malaria has already taken too many lives and 
this is unacceptable... Together, with the contribu-
tion of the Global Fund and all other partners, we 
need to strengthen programs to eliminate malaria. 
We must increase national investments in health 
while engaging new partners and donors; mobilize 
more international resources and funding; and suc-
cessfully replenish the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria."

In his speech, his Royal Highness, King Charles III of 
England, urged all Commonwealth countries to work 
more closely together to build a new and lasting 
friendship. "Human health, global health and econo-
mic health are fundamentally interconnected... 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, these challenges 
concern us all, as one living on one planet.
“Therefore, to solve these challenges for the benefit 
of current and future generations, we all have a 
responsibility to come together to accelerate action 
and scale up solutions... As Chair of Malaria No More 
UK and building on this summit and the last CHOGM, 
I continue to support our collective ambition to 
reduce malaria by half by 2023.”
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Leaders at the summit demonstrated a 
clear commitment to the replenishment of 
the Global Fund and resolved to address 
current challenges by making strong 
commitments to end malaria and NTD 
pandemics by 2030 and called for a 
successful 7th Global Fund replenishment. 
These leaders include those from Canada, 
Germany, Rwanda, United Arab Emirates, 
the United Kingdom and the United States.
The Rwanda Government, as host, called 

on all participating state and non-state actors to ensure that the Global fund 7th 
replenishment conference is a complete success and that the goal of meeting the target of at 
least $18 billion is achieved. He also called on leaders to ensure that the momentum of 
determination and leadership is maintained. “It is only through continued country ownership, 
political commitment, accountability and great partnership that we can ensure accelerated 
progress in the coming months.” His Excellency Paul Kagame.
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Countries at the summit called on other world leaders to join them and demonstrate their 
support by agreeing to and committing resources to the Kigali Declaration on NTDs and 
mobilizing at least $18 billion for malaria control at the Global Fund's 7th replenishment 
conference in September 2022. Malaria-endemic countries have also demonstrated leadership 
by committing $2.2 billion in national funding in 2022 and 2023 as part of their Global Fund 
counterpart funding, with further increases planned in 2024-2026.
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Melinda French Gates, the co-chair of the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, highlighted the 
remarkable progress Africans and their partners 
are making in the fight against preventable 
infectious diseases. Through her voice, the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation announced a 
commitment of US$140 million over four years 
to support new initiatives and research led by 
African institutions and leaders to accelerate 
progress toward the eradication of malaria and 
NTDs. “We need to do more. And when I say 
'we,' I mean 'all of us': no one nation or 
organization can accomplish this task alone.”

Members of civil society from various African countries attending the Commonwealth Youth 
Forum were represented at the meeting organized by the civil society GFAN Africa and CS4ME 
on the sidelines of the Global Fund's 7th Replenishment Conference. “No more people without 
access to health services. We deserve to live, we deserve our leaders to commit and take 
concrete actions to fight malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. So we call on our leaders to 
increase their contribution to the 7th Global Fund Replenishment Conference.” A message 
from a member of Civil Society.

Impact Santé Afrique was honoured to meet with young people who are strongly committed to 
the fight against malaria-like Krystal Lorna Birungi Mwesiga, field entomology coordinator in 
the project Target Malaria at the Uganda Virus Research Institute and Rev. Fr. Ackim Nkhoma, 
a faith leader at FLAME Zambia. Along with other Commonwealth youth, they actively 
participated in the “Meet The Target” campaign challenge.  
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At the same time, these young people called on leaders to take charge of their future by 
mobilizing funds to meet the target of at least $18 billion for the 7th Global Fund 
Replenishment Conference. This campaign is very important because taking charge of our 
future also means taking charge of the problems related to malaria and other diseases.

To support the Global Fund 7th Replenishment Con-
ference this September in the United States, civil 
society member organizations of GFAN Africa and 
CS4ME launched the "Meet The Target" campaign on 
June 8, 2022. Globally, this campaign aims to encour-
age countries to contribute warmly to the resource 
mobilization of at least 18 billion dollars to ensure 
the ongoing interventions to save the millions of 
people living with HIV/AIDS and affected by Malaria 
and Tuberculosis.
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At the summit, civil society youth-led 
organizations, including AMREF, CS4ME, Impact 
Santé Afrique, and Sightsavers, showed their 
commitment and support with a call to action 
to fight against malaria and replenish the Global 
Fund: “We believe that malaria can and must 
be eliminated in this generation. So we need to 
meet the target of $18 billion and save 20 
million additional lives. Together let us fight 
for what counts»
The social media communication of Impact 
Santé Afrique and CS4ME was relayed by other 
civil society organizations such as GFAN Africa, 
Speak Up Africa and RBM Partnership for Malaria 
Elimination.

The Summit was a great success, with commitments from national representatives, private 
sector organizations, foundations and funds amounting to over US$4.5 billion. In addition, the 
official CHOGM declaration states that the Heads of State commended efforts to reduce 
malaria in Commonwealth countries by half by 2023 and pledged to work towards ending the 
malaria pandemic by 2030, in line with global, regional and national commitments.

We thank our partners for supporting
the participation of communities

at this important moment!
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